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Austin cranking out more 


Some experts credit business-friendly federal tax 
bill as area sees job creation rates soar. 


By Dan Zehr 
dzehr@statesman.com 


Central Texas employers eased 
their way into 2017, scaling back 
on job growth as skilled work- 
ers became harder to find and 
uncertainty emanated from Wash- 
ington. 

But they’re buzzing again now. 

Job creation rates jumped in 
recent months, even as the labor 
market grew even tighter. The 


Austin business-cycle index, a 
gauge of metro-area economic 
activity compiled by the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas, has 
returned to growth rates not seen 
since early 2016. And, witha new 
business-friendly federal tax bill 
signed, sealed and delivered, some 
local companies have accelerated 
major investment plans. 

In November, the growing 
potential for a federal tax over- 
haul and the re-accelerating local 


economy helped spur a jump in 
job growth across Austin. Local 
employers added about 10,100 
jobs during the month, almost 
double the typical rate of growth 
for a November, according to pre- 
liminary data released Friday by 
the Texas Workforce Commission. 

“The biggest thing I can tell 
you driving that is the tax legisla- 
tion,” said Scott Haigler, manag- 
ing partner for the Austin office 
of RSM, a national tax and audit 
consulting firm. “There was more 
confidence as that process moved 
quickly and they got that tax bill 
put together.” 


The expanding local payrolls 
helped absorb an even larger 
wave of people entering or re-en- 
tering the Austin labor force, 
which expanded almost four times 
faster than the average pace for 
a November. 

While regional unemployment 
rolls ballooned in a month in 
which they usually decline, the 
number of employed Central Tex- 
ans also increased, rising at more 
than double the average rate for 
the month, according to the com- 
mission data. 

The metro area’s unemploy- 
ment rate ticked up to 2.7 per- 
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cent in November from 2.6 per- 
cent the prior month, largely 
because of the big influx of work- 
ers into the labor force. 

The commission does not imme- 
diately release seasonally adjusted 
workforce numbers at the metro 
level. However, adjustments for 
those seasonal labor patterns com- 
piled by the Dallas Fed put the 
adjusted Austin-area jobless rate 
at 2.8 percent in November, up 
from 2.7 percent the prior month. 

The seasonally adjusted state- 
wide unemployment rate dropped 


Jobs continued on A8 


HURRICANE HARVEY RECOVERY 


Florence Kleis, a Hurricane Harvey victim, picks up some donated items last 


month at the Rockport relief 


camp. The Red Cross has raised nearly $500 million for Harvey recovery. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Donors step up for victims of Harvey, 
giving nearly $1B; recovery continues 


The groups helping 
to rebuild on the Texas 
Gulf Coast after Hurri- 
cane Harvey have col- 
lected close to $1 billion 
in donations, according 
to an Associated Press 
tally of major national 


NEW DETAILS TEXANS IN THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 


and local organizations. 
Much of that money 
is already being put to 
work after Harvey, 
which ravaged cities 
in Southeast Texas in 
August with high winds 
before dumping record 


amounts of rain on 
the rest of the coast, 
including Houston, the 
nation’s fourth-largest 
city. 

For a look at the fund- 
raising picture after 
Harvey, see Page A8. 


TEXAS HEALTH 


Experts: Flu 
season having 
earlier impact 


Deaths, spike in cases 
are cause for concern, 
health officials say. 


By Katie Hall 
khall@statesman.com 


Flu season is on the rise in 
Texas earlier than usual, and 
amid reports that two people 
died from the flu last month in 
Travis County, health officials 
are making the case that getting 
the flu shot this winter is partic- 
ularly worthwhile. 

At this point in the flu sea- 
son last year, Texas doctors had 
reported about 10,300 instances 
in which patients were exhibit- 
ing flu-like symptoms, accord- 
ing to reports sent to the Texas 
Department of State Health Ser- 
vices. This year, that number is 
higher than 14,700. 

That spike is reflected in some 
parts of Central Texas as well, 
according to officials in Travis, 
Williamson and Hays counties. 
In Travis County, two people 
died last month after experienc- 
ing complications from the flu, 
according to county health offi- 
cials. They declined to release 
the victims’ exact ages, but said 
they were both over 50. 


The flu vaccine 
doesn’t 
guarantee you 
won’t get sick, 
but it reduces 
the likelihood 
that you will. 
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Seeing a high number of cases 
early in the season “is always 
going to concern us because it 
means it’s a severe season. It’s 
going to last longer and more 
people are going to get sick,” said 
Dr. Ross Tobleman, who works 
in the emergency department 
of Baylor Scott & White Medical 
Center in Round Rock. 

Speaking to the Ameri- 
can-Statesman on Thursday, 
Tobleman said he had already 
seen 10 patients that day who 
had come to the emergency room 
with flu-like symptoms. Baylor 
Scott & White lab officials have 
reported that more people have 
been tested so far this flu season 
than the total number of people 
who took the flu test all last win- 
ter, Tobleman said. 

Eric Schneider, an epidemiol- 
ogist with the Hays County Local 
Health Department, said his area 
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2 Texans hit roadblock in quest for environmental posts 


Trump administration 
would have to 
renominate the women. 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman special 
correspondent 


WASHINGTON — Two conservative 
Texas candidates for top environ- 
mental jobs in the Trump admin- 
istration, Susan Combs and Kath- 


leen Hartnett White, have had 
their nominations derailed by 
a procedural move and must be 
renominated by the White House. 

The Senate on Thursday agreed 
to carry over a list of nominees 
who had not yet been confirmed 
by the chamber into the next ses- 
sion of Congress that begins Jan. 
1. But neither Combs nor White 
were on the list. 

Combs, a former Texas comp- 
troller nominated to be an assis- 


tant secretary of the interior for 
policy, management and budget, 
has been delayed for a Senate 
vote since August when she was 


approved by the Senate Energy 
and Environment Committee. 
While she has not personally 
been controversial, Combs has 
been caught in unrelated dis- 
putes and by a logjam of other 
nominees for environmental and 
energy positions. Her nomination 
vote by committee was delayed 
suddenly when lawmakers fought 
over the Affordable Care Act. More 
recently, Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., 
had placed a hold on her nomina- 


tion and those of others as part 
of his concerns about adminis- 
tration environmental policy. 
However, he lifted it last week. 
White, a former chairwoman 
of the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, has 
proven to be very controver- 
sial. Her skeptical views on cli- 
mate change rocked Democrats 
considering her to chair the 


Nominations continued on A8 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Trump signs tax bill, 
saysit will be popular 


President signs GOP overhaul 
into law, says White House “won’t 
have to do much selling” of it, 
leaves for Christmas in Florida. 


NATION & WORLD, A3 
U.N. Security Council 
pressures North Korea 


The panel votes 15-0 toimpose 
new sanctions that cut off fuel 
supplies and send its overseas 
workers home within two years. 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Poll: Harass victims 
need more protection 


An AP survey finds nearly 6 in 
10 Americans think too little is 
being done for victims of sexual 
misconduct in the workplace. 
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